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PI SCO VERY i! 

* * . 

Of the Wcaknefi of the Lm M 
tempts to prove the EmlifitCktap 

Gmtj of Forgery. • r- •" < : ■:< 

s './'*, * , ' ' 

• • ; * . 

H E TmsH Knowledge 1 ferpietJ^ 

Md of yofc, and the. gaoft Tout* 

per tb*£-I batf eWciVd kr fcm^ 

Wrftmgsofyom-^thwlkad tpadr^ 

pccaGon'd roe tQ entertain fb goed an OpU 

jjion of yotirLc^rning^ndewf ^nd'FrmlcQ^ 

that I tvas led \he: mori eagerly Jo, pepiAi. 

jotfr fete ***;*» oftbt'L^fe^tbi^tit^^ 

obligM to ten yod fiow tnttoh 4 ^a$ difajn 

pointed ip rpy Expeflationt : : In To 3n6d| 

that had not your Name been to the Botfly 

1 conld never have *elie**d it t* bev Bin 

tgbiriforts. As to t&e treatsnerit *f ..year 

Ad verftry l*ve nothing ' to fey, the*? 1 think 

the PJea whfch Fvc heard that yoii make fof j 

your Bitterrieft, t bat Mr. joiner Has ext 

prefs'd as mnch, is not what f Jhould think 

would jpftifie me in the like Cafe. "But 
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what 1 complain of is yoor manifeltly fidiflg 
with the great Enemies of the Chriftian 
fViefthood j For fore they muft fee but; 
very imperfe&ty who can't dtfcern the 
Dcfign of the late Pamphlet called Prieft- 
Craft in PerfeSion^ to be not only againft 
the Clergy of this Church of England^ but 
to make tfje £rieft-hpbd in general #wy 
where fpeiken againft. Yon are pleafed to re- 
fled on the Party-Mcn y but pray confider 
whether too great Zeal for a Party ha* 
not led 9011 to gir*. fuch an Elogipm to fo 
ill a Book. ' But to ufe your own Wor^s, 
I am not without Hope, that you your felf mil 
be more offended with it, than any otbtt Per- 
fm % when yon fee the Anfwer that is 
a Freparity to it* wherein will be. a mud) 
truer Difcovery Of LajhCnrft, than that /»« 
geniiusGentkm*n$ *s you are pleafed to call 
Mm+i barf . made of Pritfi-Craft. Tis very 
plain that we don't know our felves, that we 
qftcn think our felves unbiafs'd and without 
Prejudice, .when perhaps few are more 
deeply tinfluffd with iu You your felf, I 
bcHev e^ dn^.fenfible pf it v but other Peophjj 
eaji^bBtwoivipr that a Man of Mr. Kobin- 
>fc*VScnFe and Learning (hould ever applau^ 
gfe, writ with fnqh-bare £|c'd difinge- 
unity z% trieftrfraft in PerftSiou is y and com- 
mend the. Writer pf it as an Jngemm Gentle T 
ifcriwywhen. there Hfearce a Paragraph through- 
out the whole Performance that fevours of a- 
ny thing but Malice and tup*. For that fup^ 
poling what he fays to be true p. 12* that the 
firftClaufcoCtheaoth Article, viz. That the 
Church hath a Power tp> decree Rites and Ce- 

rcmo*. 



(5) 

rcmonietf, and Authority in Controverfies of 
Faith is a pcrfeS Forgery ^ Is not the fenfc of 
that Claufe fuppos'd in the remaining Words 
of the Article ? If it be not Iawfitf for the 
Church to ordain any thing at all ; what ' 
need is there to affirm that it is not late? ' 
fill fb? it to £>min ait? tfttng tyat t* con* 
trarp to $Mf * WBojH Written ? If the Chared 
lias no Authority in Controverfies of Faith, 
is it not impertinent to aflert that ftp 

Cfjurcfc is a tfllttnefe of $ol? Writ, an* 
ongtft not to decree an? fifing agatntt tye . 
rathe, no* etpoont one pate of frrrtpture, 
f$at it he repugnant to another ? 

Farther* is it not a part of the Acknow- 
ledgement of all the Reformed Churches, 
that the Church has fuch a power, as is 
here aflerted ? Thus for taftance thcr 
Auguftan Confeffion, De ritibus Eulefafluis 
qui font humana Autboritate Jnftituti dbctnt 
ritus iOos fervandos e fit p - yd fine peccato fervors 
pojfuht. The Saxon Confeflion, fuit aliquo 
ttmparum <$> aliorum quorundam ritmm diftin. 
Sfio. The fVirtcmberg, Quod b*c Ecckfia ba- 
beat jus fudicandi dc omnibus DoSrmW y & In* 
terffetand* Scripture. The Bohemian^ H*ma- 
n as Traditiones 9 ritus & Confuetudines f qu*ni~ 
tyl Pktati adverfarttur, in pubticis Cottventibus 
ftrvaxd* doccnt. But to name no more, the 
AffenMy of Divines to whofe Jodgoitnt you 
are ufed to pay great Deference aflerts, * That 
it belongttb to tbc Synods and Councils minifte* 
riotty to determine Contraverjies of Faitb, and 

Cafes 

* Ttye ConftJJi?nofFaitb t &c Comptfed by the ^?*w?;</ 
'i^w^^D/www^-^T^Loodon. 1658. 



Ctyfc cf. Cmfrmct^ tofjtt <hmtok$ cmd Jp* 

re&ims for the bettor ordering <$f the publish Hfcr* 
flit of God) and- Govcmnunt of bis Church. 
Let an; one now judge, whether any mors 
be aflerted by the aotl} Article of Relkioo^ 
even allowing the difputcd daufc to be a 
part of it, than is aflerted in the Confcffions 
I've now quoted* But the Jhaorelefs Wri* 
In Controverfses about DoSrintSj where ter of Priefi 
fle bath remind no foch dear Determina- 
tion of either part from Chrift an4 his 
Apoftles, (be bath Fewer t&deUrmme to 
own Senfe in the Cenlrovorfc and to de- 
termine which fart (hall be received and 
fro/eft far Truth by her Members^ a»d that 
too under Ecelefaftical Penalty and Ce*~ 
fure 9 which they accordingly *re bound to 
fubmit to, me as an ktfrUiU* Ferity % but 
as a probable Truth, and reft in her De- 
termination, till it h made pl*i* ty 4s 
great or a greater Authority, that this her 
Determination is an Err our. Or if they 
flail think .it fa to be by the weight offucb 
Reafons, as are privately fuggefted to them, 
yet are tbey (till obliged tpSHence mi Peace 
(where the Deeifion of a particular Church 
is not againfi the DoSrhte of the Vniver- 
fal) not to frefefs in this Cafe agaiqft the 
Churches Determination. Jkcapfe % Pro- 
f effing offueb a controverted frutb is not 
necefary, but the Prefirvatim 0$ tfc Peace 
and Vnity of the Church **. . This is not 
to ajfert Infallibility in the Chip ch bat Au- 
thority. The Sentence (hall bind to fub&ijjionl iho* the 
Snperiours may err in the Sentence. Pref. to Bifiop Spar- 
row'* Colkfi. 



Craft repre- 
sents this 
Power to be 
4 Power ia 
the 4 Gover- 
nours of the 
Church to 
Detenpiqe 
Wb?UhalIbe 
received and 
pr*f efled foe 
Trnth a* 
ur^ng the 
Members of 
jhc Churtlv 
an4 £9 biqejt 
them to fub- 
miffion to 
their Sen- 
tence, tho f 
they err io 
their Sen*, 
twee. Prhcjli 
Craft \ &c^ 
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PortVSs Atcoootof>tbc^atdte ofthfc Ate- 
tterity «f llteChOTch ittfkttf rowrfies of Fa Wi, 
«rtefc*fc fos Reader to BUhpp ttyarratfs ft*. 
febe tt> v Ws CtMcBio* tfiCmms, jkticlu 9 &c+ 

a* I*/. And 1 lcavt ^you to Judge utittttor 
or a», JccordlBg to the liberty that this 
^lter%^atM*b «k«, WfClrorch^e f rte 

tee fleafta, I obfervt^ii another place, *a> 
l&ft *s*if the cry <rf€#/i Jfeftrm^creper- 
€^<5r<*rriUT$. Btit'*tH»'f <praycaa fe- 

5aAr &mc i&tt thcy-itfle tbt'Chcrth *tf £a- 

^tf**^^ i*;*****^ ate for tttfftg sfi 
©pfe**t^tte(ffa^^ 

®« to*tw yxw ftfttircr, tew lrttie #4* 

>, 4 ^ to *fcfer*e to <yoa<«tMt-liisitf« 
J ttuarfhe ^{^etf CJ*u& was aawtfci- 
*ak*fl Sri*He< Initiated Bo6k ttet was «*IR- 
^%^iHiMieffi^^ttlf a proof t* Hfctekig 
**a>re &tftf5dedt tfhsra feme other frten. tts 

-tfttiftg* ,#$iy" ■ 







V. 



'1. * Tfe ^lairt, '-«s Flat aflfrtd ty »a « Y*ry ■ 
wwttfcy' SrieHd «W» '1te*ftai «ad -vetycttt- 
jfoBy pwafed tlKMaBrffcript of t&e Artkfas 
«Afth ?affcA,. « j*Zv • Ttet ttart Msmircript 

4ft* for; « jpofsft Act-ttftfteord'-, Stew the 
$fetfa£tttpt Is oil Pafcr, wtikV '<h AOtAifwl 
for >ti* iperfeA ' Aft* ttf Ocawdcslon to ' ke 

f ■' Writ 
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Writ on. And there are freqmetft putting 
ib. of Words, and lines to a different hand; 
and many erodings out of Wards, Lines,, Sen* 
tcflces, and fome times of whole Articles* 
-without any nbtice taken of it by the Subfcri- 
bers : To which I add that in the Subfcriptions 
to thefe Articles there are fo*r Bifliops want- 
ing, Briftol^ Rocbeftcr, Oxford . and Gloetfef, 
Whereas it appears by Extracts oat of the 
Rcgifttr of tbeConfOCttion^hat^ior^r who 
held Btiftol tb Comof endaffl v and kecbefter did 
Sobfcribe. and Oxford was then Vacant. That 
the Claufe was in the Records plain from a 
Printed Copy Pcbliihcd by Authority by the 
Qpecns Printers preftntiy after thefaid Arti- 
cles, were agreed upon* Which ha? the ftj^ji 
dauft in it, as fme afflfyr'd by a Friend, who 
has feen it \ and from the Atttft*tion of a 
Publick Notary produced by Arch Biihop 
Laud in the Scar Chamber, and mentioned by 
this Wr iter, ' lis true indeed he attempts to 
Invalidate this latter Teftimony by Ihewisg. 
• That the Arcb-Biftop con t radioed htajfelf? 
But a little Confidcration will ferve to ihe w 
the contrary. What Arch-Bifhop Laud a£ 
ferts according to this Writeris this. ' The 6- 
c 77?^ be fent to tbe Publick Records in l rigipal Arti- 
4 bis Officejmd here under bisOfficer*sHand\ c cles of itf i . 
€ who is a PubHel iVdfein^ is returned ,to 4 i cQttid ne- 
1 bim the iotb Article 9 wttb tbe Affirmative c vsrfindnimy 
* Claufc of tbeCbwcb 7 * Power in it. And there 4 Paper Swdy 
1 is tbe vrbok Body of tbe Articles to be feen ; 4 at Lambeth, 
c and thst ib/ft Artitfeswere fully andf^rly c jpr anywhere 
4 agreed to and fubferibedjn x tfz. c ejfe ; artd> 

™ And as totbe Article reviewed by the . 4 whf theraay 
4 Convocation in. l 5?« . tie fays, 3 bey 4 Gopjf ,of 

. them 
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* then wer« ' wen fettled as m the Ycarttfi. with the 

* left tjhere 1 * Claufe in them for the Church : for looking 
1 cannot tell, 'further into the Records, whkb were in bit 

* own bands be found the Boci^qf i 562 fubferibed by all the 

* Lower Houfe of Convocation in the Tear 1571. 

Now pray whereis the Contradidion, to 
affirm that he found the Book of \%6% vab* 
(bribed by the Lower Hoofc of Convocation 
in the Year 1571, and to affirm that he could 
never find the Original Articles of 1 571 ? 
h the Book of 1 562, and the Original Arti- 
cles of 1571 the fame? No I fuppofe this 
Writer knew that well enough, and therefore 
in repeating the words he changes the Book 
of i%6x into the Articles, and had the Arch- 
Bifhof faid fo, no one Difpntes his potting a 
Fallhood 00 the World : But the Jrcb-Bifhop 
was toorc Scrupulous than this Writer, who 
feems refolved right or wrong to bear us 
down with Confident and Bold Aflerttons 
tho' never fo weakly fuppor ted. 

As to the Record of the Articles that 
Arch-Bilhop Loud fays were agreed and Sub* 
{bribed to in 1 %6i and for which he produced 
the Hand of a Publick Notary in the Star- 
Chamber, be Anfwcrs. 

I. By asking a parcel of Impertinent Quefti- 
ons, which he knows Cannot be Ahfwered^ 
fince the Retotds themfelves are Burot and 
not in being j and by fupefting that the 
Arch-Bifhop, or at leaft his Officer, uras a 
Fool as well as a Knave, fo as not to be able 
toDiftinguUh realSubfcriptions from a longfcroul 
of Names. This Writer and his Friends are 
4ioubte Difcoverers of Frauds. But why I 

B prtjf 
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pray may I not ia any of the Copies of the 
Articles Write the Names of the Suppofed 
Stibfcribers without intending a Forgery? 
And fuppofe I fhoold ruittake the Name* of 
the Subfcribers of thofe <tf 1 01 for thofe of 
1 562. Mull this miftake needs be a Forgery ? 
Or muft 1 not be elteem'd very filly to defigu 
it as a Fraud when 'tis fo very Obvious and 
fa eafy for any one to dete& ? 

II. He aflerts that there ionld be no Re- 
cords of Convocation in the Arch-Bilhop of 
Canterbury % Office in LautTs time. But this 
is another Proof of this Writers Knowledge 
and fcrupulofity. Nothing can be plainer 
.fiom the plage of Convocation than that the 
.Regifters or Ads of it are lodged with the 
Arch-Bifhop as the Prelident of .the Convo- 
cation. And that therefore there is no 
room to doubt that the Regitter of the Con- 
vocation 1 5<?2 was fodifpofed of, efpecially 
fince we are ^flured pf it by the Attcffotion of 
: a Public k.Nataty. , That the Articles Ifcft by 
Arch : Bifhop Parhr to Sennet College; weft 
only the rough draught, and not naadenpifctd 
perfed A<3s or Records of Convocation, Vyc 
fhewn before, and therefore there being fuch 
aCJopy (Qtf th? Articles left with the College 
,is naprpiof that the.pef fe& Aft*, 'or tfieif bd- 
ir^maqe.up into 'Records, vtere not/iitthc 

t ArckBifoop of CantetUir/& Office. : 

* "*■ ' . • 

\ III. As to the Ghara&ers of Afcll-BiTfiop 
. Parker aptd La*d^ it feems to Jje nothing to 
the; purpofe to fliew that the Oiigirial Re- 
cord of the 39 Articles as paflcd in the Goife* 
t * vocation 
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vocation of ? %6i was not ia the Arch-Bifliop 
of Canterbury s Office ia Arch-feifliop Lours 
time, fincethat they were fo is not proved 
by the Arch piftop's Tefttmony, but the 
Atteftation of a Publick Notary. A B Corn- 
par \fons tney fay are cdious. . 'Tis pretty 
plain that this Writer compares the Cha- 
rters of thefe two great Men in order to 

Vilifie and expofe them Both. But 

•> * » 

Binct t\xy arc hhb y andj/ou are low y 
/Xelhtk Curs my Bart ye fo? 

IV, His Argument from what Dr. ffcylin 
lays of the reafon of Burning Dr, Mochfs 1 
Book is very weak. Take it as it lies. Dr. Heylin 
conceived that the true reafoa of Burning 
Dr. Mo'ckpfs §ook was his leaving out the 
firft Claufein tTie *otb Article concerning the 
Authority of the Church, therefore the Ori- 
ginal Records of the 39 Articles were not in 
ArchrBifliop Laufc Office. Bnt to make this 
Gonfequenqe out^the Writer produces abun- 
dance of if V If Moch?% Book Was Burnt out 
"of Enmity to Arch-Bifhop Jbhot ; If the rca* 
Ibns Pubfickly afligo'd were what the Dr. Sug* 
geftsj If the Dr. conceives aright \ Now 
tfcefe iPs deftrpy one another, for if the Book 
W^VBprnt but of .Enmity to Arch-Bifhop 
Ab$ot y 'twas^ot Burnt ,&r its Omitting thfe 
Controverted, Clatift. If it was Publickly 
own'd that the reafon of Burning it was the 
Qmiflion of the Clanfe, 'tis plain that it was 
not Burnt out Of fpite to the Arch-Bifhop. 
' A n4 if 'twas" fnWicKfy c^rry'd that the O- 
pjirtion of thjEf-eiairfe was th* rca<Sti ; of Bcfrk- 
. _ - B 2* '. - ••■ - -■ **fltg 
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iag it* th$re was no occafion for the Dr. 
to conceive any thing about it. Bat let it be 
which you pleafe of the If s that is true, J can't 
conceive bow they prove that the Original 
Record of the Articles of i tfl was not in 
the ArchrBifliop's Office. By whom Dr. 
Mccket's Book was ordered to be Burnt ! an't 
certain, but fuppofe it to be by the Privy 
Counfel, who don't always make £ublick the 
reafons of their Proceedings. As to the 
Court Bifhops fcaviftg an opportunity to thew 
their Enmity to Arch-Bifcop Abbot. What 
oould they do to biro* fiippoGug Dr, Moclet 
to have falfified the Articles ? Mult an Ardh- 
Bifhop anfwerfor all that his Chaplain does ? 
As to their fettling the Authority of the di- 
fputed Claafe, 'twas not 1 prefume then di- 
fputecL which indeed fcems the more pro- 
bable from this, that there was nothing doile 
to afiert the Authority of it. 

Another Argument to prove that the OrU 
gioal Records were not in Arch-bilhop Land's 
Office , is a Teftimony of the Arch-Bilhop 
Jihafelf in thefe words. The Original Article* 
of 1562 wfcfc many Jtfanat I did fee and perufe a 
jlambeth v but whether the Bifhops Hands were to 
them «r not, Jeaimoi remembtr. This be taker 
for granted as an Affirmation of the Arch- 
BMhop,as if thole Articles he faw at Lambeth 
Were only Subfcribed by one Houfe of Cqnrcj- 
cation* and one Province, whereas the Arch- 
Bifhpponly fays that \& cannot remember whe- 
ther the Bifhops Hands were to them or not : 
Sure things jpay be that we don't Remember. 
And by the way. this is an Inftapce how Scni- 
palous this bkjjed Martyr was not to put a 

ialfhood 
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falflwod on the World, by affirming that 
for Troth Which lie was not fare was fa 
But howew we arc fore that to fhefe very 

Swords, the Matties of the Biffiops were 
bfcribed, nay that * fome febfcribcd to 
thtm who did not to the rough draught of 
ArdvBifhop Partgr. 

His lafi: Argument is, that there was a 
double Snb&ription of the Articles, and that 
thus doubly fubfcrlbed they were either 
numerically the fame, or fame what diffe- 
rent one from another ; and that either way 
the Records, which Arch-Bifhop Laud pro- 
duct could not be the true. But why fo ? 
Suppofe that the Upper Houfe of Convo- 
cation fcbfcrfb'd the Articles on ftper, Jo* 
Way 29th 1 5 <52. and then Cent them down to 
the Lower Hpufe to $* fubfonVd by them, and 
Chat afterwards they were engrofe'd on 
Parchment, and again febfcribed by the 
Members of btJtfc Houfes, and of both Pro- 
vinces. Might not the Articles on Paper be 
leftbytheArch-BHhbpto^nw^oftf^ and 
the Record remain Hi the proper Office for 
it ? 6n the whole l triuft we not think very 
meanly of the Utiderftandiog of Arch-Bifhop 
Laud, to fuppofe that he ftould is fo pu& 
tick a Manner, affirm what he knew would 
be very ealie to difprove, if falfe; and that 
top when he had Enemies enough tfhat would 
hare been glad of the Opportunity io 7 rt 
ruin'd him. The Arch^fetfhop's Regifter 
was ealie to come at i 'twas no difficult mat- 

tor 
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ttt to fee the Record he appealed to, and 
confequently to dcte& any Fraud that had 
been os'd about it. Befide^. it appears that 
there were a pretty many m the, Coavofp-j 
tion, that refund to figa the Articles : And) 
it is much therefore that any Alteration 
fhould be made in them without any.com* 
plaint or notice takea of it. Whom ft all we 
fuppofe to beguilty of this Forgery,? If the 
Prieftt, it mull be : either thoft that were in 
Convocation, or thofe that are out of it. 
To fuppofe that thofe in Convocatioa put, 
in the Words, is to grant what is difputed 
for : And 'tis odd to fuppofe that the Clergy 
out of Convocation fhould fo much differ from 
their Biihopsaud RcprefcBtati ves f as to infert 
? Claufe that thty were againllt. And If they 
had a mind to it, 'tis yet hard to conceive 
how they fhould get it printed by the Roy- 
al Printers \ however > lb very early a$ the 
beginning of the very next Year after the Ar- 
ticles pajfing the Convocation^ at the end of 
the Year before. And 'tis yet as difficult 
to reconcile it to qommon Sf nfe, to fpp- 
yofe that fuch a Forgery fhould be i&cd, 
and yet none of our Bifhops and Clergy that 
fubfer jb'd the Articles in Convocation, fhould 
ever tajce notice and complain of iu as. qg 
JjqpofitioEU^ ; 4 

yis ReJSeftio^pft^iDiop fyatfa ^s b,e- 
40g ipUcy of ^.dowB-i^htvForgery'and fallj- 
fkation, is very Rud4 and llnchriftian. But 
ypu siuft- kno.w % Jhat that grSat Maa wrijt 
pn Expofition on the Creed, and that is an 
unpardonable Sin with Men of this Writers 

— -■ •• - - - -.- Com- 
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Complexion. But after all the Falfification 
is in this Writer j for that I am allured by 
a Friend, that there is at Cambridge^ a Copy 
of the 39 Articles in Englifc Printed by 
Jug and Cawood^ the Queen's Printers, ia 
the Year 1571, which lus the controverted 
Claufe in it. But of this yon may expeft to 
fee farther by another and a much hotter 
Hand. And 1 hope by that means you'll be 
fatisfied,how unjuft your Reproach is in call- 
ing the Infertion of that Claufe a grave 
Cheat. 

As to there being Copies printed with* 
out the Claufe, tis eafie to account for it : 
You obferve your felf that the Common- 
Prayer- Book is not printed exaftly, accord- 
ing to the Original Record. - And you may 
obferve that where it differs, it follows the 
former Editions of that Book \ and fo it is 
in the Articles. The 20th Article in the Ar- 
ticles of Edward tfth was without the Claufe, 
and fo' thro 9 miftake 'twas printed after- 
wards, tho' the Claufe was order'd. 
• Bat you, Sir, are pleasM to back this^W riter 
-with giving another Inftance of the Clefi 
gie* Forgery, Tbefe, fay you, are' the Men 
who have impudently frefum y d to foift ft, the 
Power' of the Church, into the Articles of her 
Rrtigioti ; nay even into various Editions of bcr 
'very Bible: The Proof you brihg of thw 
very grief ous Acchfation, . is the Content* 
of the t 49 Pjaltfi. ' The Prophet exhorts to 

"praife God for- i-that Power which he 

- lias given to the Church, to rule theConfcicn- 
cfes of Men y you atfe plea fed * gredtly to 
*' tfiBH eitherthit tbo fame ^the Writer of 

" Priefi* 



** tmfcCraft in Fctfe&kn] or any other 
44 proper Hand that has bifure for it, wooM 
i; wkb like pare trace the other Pretention 
<l to its Original j that if poffible. it may be 
44 knowa bom and if wfom, it drft crept in* 
44 to the Bible, This was t fcppofe &d in 
a St of Zeal $ etherwife fiire you'd never 
have ftiTd the Writer of Prie&Crafta Pr<j~ 

£t Hindi nor have defir'd a care like that 
e has ftewn in tracing the Original of the 
Forgery, lie complains of. Your greateft Ene* 
roics will I believe join with you in this dtf* 
fire that yon may always be affiftcd with a 
Band as Proper, and Ukf bis. 

How theic Contents came there I can't 
lay, but foppefc them pnt there by the Trad* 
flatonrs : had Ainfmrtlt* Tranflation been 
poblilh d firft, 1 ftiould have gneft they bad 
been taken from thence. For thus run bis, 
44 God is to be praifed for His Graces to 
44 the Church y and Pnnr given to the 
" lame : Bot be it as it will, here is no more 
aflerted than as I've fliew'd afore the Aflim* 
kly of Divimt has affirp'd, that it bikngctb 
to Synods $ &c. to dttermime Cafes of Cmfii* 
om. And yet I fuppofe you'd think it hard 
in ns to call that Aflembly, an Ambitious* ri~ 
ftkfsF*8fort / > who impudently prefum'd totoift 
this into its Cooteflion of Faith; which art: 
fooie of the Complements^ which yon are 
pteafcd in the Spirit of Meekncfs to give 
thofe of the Clergy of the Church of Eng* 
Und % ^homjn great Moderation yon ftile 
High-Chwfch. Indeed yon (bem to thigk 
yoiir.ieif at tibtfrty,to tueat 4hefe Men 4t any 
rate J?apift}iJ*cQbitcs t m tfce frtmb J0&tft> 

are 



Characters you feera to think too fa- 
vodrabtc, and not bad enough for them : Bttt 
pray confider Whether this be doing, as yort 
Woud be done by. Time was When yoti 
may remember the Government had as jealous 
in Eye over thofc of your Opinion, as now 
they fecm to have oter thofe whom yon 
ftile High-Ghurch j and pray call to mind 
What Thought* yoq then had of thofe who 
endearOurtl to edcreafe the Jealottfie the 
Government had of you ; what Complaint* 
fou then made of Perfection, ana cruel 
Mocjciogs and Revilings. I dare not allow 
my felf the Liberty to fay, that any of yoa 
&\& Jhditioufly beUoti out your Complaints j tho* 
if I may believe what I've heard from 
fane that were prefeht at your Meetings* 
ftiwe were not always nfed the moft refpeft- 
fnl and dutiful Expttffions , towards the 
Powers that then .We. 
Yon are pleafed to fay that c you are fi- 

* tUfied, that what the Clergy call their ex- 
c * tellent Church and Cbnftttutioh, is fuch a 

* Church as will have all Conferences abfolute- 
c ly govcrif d by the Pnblick CmfAenee^ 
c whofe Supreme Head is ftill at as great 
r a Pittance as St. Germain en Laye ; unlefi 
^ Ibme df them may Be difpofed to look yet 

* farther, etch to Rothe it felf for it. 
Whi<* puts me in mind of an Obfcrtfatiori 
df the great and good Arch-Bilhop TiUotfimi 
that a Man that has once it arm Blood in Cm- 
traverfic is fcldom known ever perfeSfy id mo- 
tier tit own good TetHper afterwards. Vd fairf 
Rnqvfr what Occafion there is for thefe grofe 

G mi 



and twhaii^bk AccofetiojJS: l» itipthiag 
to axofc Men of Perjury and Falfhood ? Ha\re 
we not taken the Oath* of, AUegww* *$! 
^prc^aqy r an<l is it not tfcw&W% ^ 
C^s/lt^bk to rep*efept u% ^s.pwiipg ngck 
t&ec Prince, and acKnc^w Edging a^fof^i^ 
tf ead ?. Have s?e not declared in a wty Sfj*. 
lgji?n manner again ft Popery , and yet 
inpft we be brpugta under the $ufgu&~ 

« of- teiflgjnqlifi'd t9.it?, A^ *U kf§Jgft 
ws complaja of the, Cpwjopi^n of (iiurr 
qa*, who tutft their F^th into Ea^on* 

the. tf r*w <tf ^ '»** *f^^«*A ft& 
tfe$ Pfafnjift compjaias^ that Cod ktdffikpi 
dfffH the Churches fjedgu^ fo that *& thy JJfftf^ 
fpfs by ifc viay Ja phwhber^ The Boat.oi 
the Wood t^tfh vqfi it r *juL the WiUL \ 
of the FieUd^k fcvour it i mnft be therc^rel 
fce. aa EnfiWS to Zun f and a taker pa«i wife 
a Foreign Power. B^caufe the Prppliet 
mourns, that the Gtfv </ iZion one fypt&c* 
tof r mP* $$•> **4\ ft* if in Qitterwfi j fiftz 

fpKt ,# tkfr bwm^ tyr dtft'fc 'to , ate 
nwk<# ber Sqkbatbs; ipoft he tlierefqreW 
r«p«eftnte& ajs baying aa Eye: to the C##-> 
jfegp, and Wiftipg them proiperity amcjL $iv>. 
cefs againft his Native Country and Law- 
ful Government ? I wify ind^' thqt.^fc 
ii».& v jaQ.<x;cpfion for ^y fiicti C6mptafcts,a* 
thefe. Pu; | believe^ a little ConCder^tloa^ 
will fhew tfeat Chrifljanity, rather declines^ 
than Profpere in BngUnji: Don't wc fee, e-< 
nery Day the, ipa.ifl Articles of it qoeftiQnU 
aod difputed ? Are not its Ordinances con- 
; . ' tcinh'd 



tftfifr'd tsiti vilified? And the ttoSfcof Cftid 
ftoblkfcly prorati'dr* in fo rrmcto flu*, as 4 ' 
vfcr? e&eflent Perfon expr effcs it , * * even 
" '••#>«& Breeding wift not now fccwe thqc 
gbod Bebavioar, SUfence and Attention in 
it* wMch eonfefetfceof the B&Jvebly Pre- ' 
fence, Reference of the Place and Oofnpa- * 
«y, and hope of Benifit, did heretofore 
fecnre. The woft Impertatft Tf jfffcS of 
T3bTi&arifcyare attacked <wfth InfoteneV 
-«a gntitllikfehefii by evert l**Matit m 
fdle ; WHter ^ itij Ordinance* al? dfceri*!,. 
and hiige Contempt poured datil^tm if 8 
Mtoifter*-*'— — Was eyer Infidelity and 
Breath df Matrimonial CbHtraa rnore a<- 
«£*4d, and left regarded ? rntbmtifeh that 
*tte Modelty and ataoft Verttf* in thl* 
Age to fee a little ftcret M theft Sid Af- 
"Taira. ' * ; 

Bet yoti are pleafed to add with- fdar 
aftal Affbrarfcte, « that the only Mfertftfe 
"" Cterfy have is to exercrft and difcharge 
ihe Dtitie* that are proper td tliei^ l%n« 
ftfon; whetfter refeting W Prater*, the 
Mtmffry of the Word, or the DMj^nffiti- 
oh of Sacraments ; And iff each or any part 
of their OSce, what power they Kate fo 
tneerit MMfhrtd- They arenot Lardf <w«* 
God's Heritage, nor fiavS they Dobtitim 
doer the FaitH of otbert. They are not to 
hf any thing a» a &r» either upon 
iJhetr Brethren, of their fefpeaive Flocks' t 
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t tat wl«t Cbrift himfelf has laid upon 
c them: And eveq Cfrrift'sown Laws they 
c are not allowed to enforce, otherwife than 
4 by JUiw */ Means, fucb as Prayer to God, their - 

* own Examplt, ftrong and convincing >*U v 
4 gumettt^ gentle and earneft Entreaties, &?• 

4 Whatever lies beyond thefe f is not with* 
4 in die Gpmpafs of $hcir Qoipmiffion ; ^nd * 

* consequently, a Power that Chrift never 

* lodg'd in their Hands. Tve tranfcrib'd 
ypw Words at large, that yon mayn't com- 
plain of my Mifpreprefenting yonr Senff. 
And I'm loath to think that yon propbe- 
fie theft froooth things, becaufe yon fee them 
fo very faitable to the Humour of the pre-- 
fent Age. Fve obferv'd that there are Fa- ' 
(bipQs even in Opinions ; and you canaqt, • 
t fuppofc tat know that the modifh Notion 
now is, that both Kings and Priefts, are- 
Servants to onr Spvereign Lords the Peo- 
ple i the latter yon feem to intimate hpre f 
the former in page 4.31. of your Book where 
yon find Fault with the public^ Pr*yers,tor af- * 
ferting rthat God is the only Ruler of Prince?. 
What En0s you propofc to ferve by Wri- * 
t'tpg thus, God 3nd your felf know belt • 
but if you think to build up ypur Party on 
the mine pf the Clergy pfthe Church of Eng- • 
land^ yog may perhaps find your felf Mi- 
ftaken. The Men ypn (ire pleafed to fide 
with, and ufe Complements to, you may 
depend bn't, hate you as much as they do 
us : With them the Priefts of all Religion 
are the fame. And however they may noijr 
carefs and admire you, you may perhaps be 
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^jonvinoed when 'tis too late, that they did 
it octfytecaufe you joyficd with them agwilt 
die Clergy of the Eftablilhed Church, which 
tpcy had a JBind to remove out of the way* 
ia order the more cafily to come at yop. Bot t 
to consider the Strength of what you're pleaf- 
«J to Offer oft this Head of the Mimfterial 
Power and Authority, which I think rogy be 

reduced tp tli efe Heads; 

* ? 

! f Th*t ihp CfcuJHan Clergy have no P*w< 
er to lay any tbin£ as a Law, either on their 
Brethren, or their Refpc&ive Flocks, hut 
what QhiUt himfelf has htfd upon them. 

II. That tbey have no Power to enforce 

Sen the tew$ of Chr# otherwife than by 
oral Means. 
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IIL That the tmfy poi?er they hare is tp 
exercife the Duties that a?e proper to their 
FnncHoo, and even the power ttey tave to dq 
thajis toixtly MinUfcep*!. : 

I. That tbeChrlftianCiergy have no power . 
to lay aqy thing as a Law, either on their 
Brethren or their refpc&hre Flocks. Now 
I fought the Chriftian Pritfh were intended 
to be the Governors of tb^CbrUBan Chorch. 
My Bible allures me that the ApoJUcs aftfd in aGor*.!* 
the Perfon *fCbrip % and that God bath fet i **** 
fome in the pbnrch to govern the r$ft, to * *: 
whom he |ias riven Atibority ^nd Power. Ac* g # * ** 
cordingly theft are Ordered to Cbmve f tp i|.i«. 
&m?n*n4 *P& T**d>» and to rebule before aV y 

which 
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whkto things yt» ctaati d*ny"ti? tw Jfife trf 

jprttranfl AaAxWy. NaytdfatisStTis tTrat; 

this *a» ho CTtracrdinary Power limited tb : 

the Apeiftle*, and sonftfd fy tfieito 6idy tt»- 

f««fott^parti^hraSd'eitttbf^aarytt«a- ! 

ftttft: We find that *cr* redtoried 1 atndiig thfe 

Opa1*ticatitins of a ClVrHli&n feiftrop, that hfe' 

i Tim: 3. be mw MW j'wtafc iw# fcfc oira ftoufein oilier to; 

*■ (ate care e/tiw Ctwcfc o/^o* Accorditi gly the '" 

Elders that Rule mil are ordered to be counted 

J 17- Wblfyifds&te jft^'YheiMrWorChri- 

1 cor 1$. WW* art OtftoHed tb ! f&m#*bemfhlm lb ftwi' 

15. i<s TmhaA *tl£&e3 -tbentfifaes iotbtMttiprjtbf' the 1 

« Theff. r.5«w*i. r«fe*»t*t*«i^*-**^^»rrt»^rfi^ 

"v » tfce Lor J. To remember and, obey .them that bad 

^'t-'-ttomihb&thtMla&rt&mfrtb^Ws. fWw 

71 it St flot «*'odtf aW'ttatftoarttai therij 

fliould be Governors, and Rulers fa trie Ctiri- " 

ftian Church, who have Purer to Charge and 

Ctmmand, arid t6 'J? ft* ttk ftrjaii ofCbrift y „ 

and 1 +et tl^'rteTe'Qtrrtrtori.atid^Rukr's-' 

IhonM have no Power to Jat apy thrftg aj a, ; 

Law 00 their Refpe&rre WKksi"btit what 

Chrift himfelf has laid Bran, . them ? This 

OWftftftJoR'th^OtrBI-Wrt ptovMetf fop 

every' contingent CrrtumrhDce' that aright 

pttflfibly " r'Ct^ tfaeri (He Apo- 

itSefV g totting; evert thins .. 

be Stan Sfd'er. 'iai & Edifi- 

.0- 1. 'StMtifai- * (iddlnitaertWehCi. 

•«• ' ' fidee td E fbttti ^afi| r a*I 10- 

., .. ftrftdft hkeUntfcodto for" 

.doing t ife already done and 

. fettled* .______'-, 
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But farther that thrift has no* a$saUg 
thus provided for all poflible C pn rina g » qc% 

t^om .»ofe which .vreze m Practice in 

tpe£\es. bwft^jBej. Thw fbi; Msnce* 

lip xpaaocr of Bapuzjta^ of A^mioiJf rina tiw' 

- " :<£i fcppgftj theXqve Fea&K the Ki&. <* , 

Haul, w M9»$ort$ ,«ioin tiMj , tl|g^iffc . , 

ftajowg ; trq^ Bkwid ai?4 ; things Strangled y 
all tfielfi we trpaffiwed w/crc Apo^ljcalPrag*-, 

,. . ■ 3*WS9 <KW a »TMI»X!ftl>W| BMW . 
oa joft and fit. occafioas, layajyte, Apoifoucat 

ftraaiqe, it feems, very plain, that they ha*o, 

a tower to iqpiake: new fUlep, .and J^fobjj&i 

qtfa(f,Lt$s Ma^g.tx»t^va^$E36^w-< 

are fetorer. I^do& indeed de#y tJgMmi 
Pcjwer may be apufcd, bi^c 'tii certainly; ;a> 
very weak ArgfyBent, that becaufethe P«wr 
ex Oar Goveraburs have over as may beab^n 
led, ; therefore, (hey hajre none atja& . 'Tito 
Dj^n: the Agoiftjr. ov^-ruled t& ftlflRr*. 

^ .ww.Mfws. p *ro ***** 

qppofisd him* by, telling them , that/thcf; 
t.hje Ajpoftlesaadi tlje Cferiftiaa . Chnrch .had* 
no fuchCuftom as thsy would have, had 1«k 
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The Protcfbnt Churches, 'tis asplain-bayt} 
all. ofcd this Poorer. They hate made La** 
and fixed Rules in allibch Matters is Chrift 
and hi* Apofttes hare left imtoiidied, ' and 
undetermined. Even yonf Aflfembly of Di- 
vines have publHhed their Dhxftofry. ' 

And Indeed without foch a P<mr lodged 
in the Governors of the Chriftian Churchy 
what 4 Babel and Heap of Confufion moifc 
the Chriftlad Church needs - bp 4 when e- 
Very Man is at liberty to dp what is good 1 
lift his owh Eyes? What Dfibrdfcr imrft 
there be in the' Gbriftiati' Aflemblies 
when there are no Rules for bringing 
them into Order and Method? ; And yet 
wfcat Rules can there be blade tmlefs the 
Gfcrertiors of the Church have a Power to 
fay things as a UV'ou their Refjje&te 
FTopks where Cbrift Himfetf iras not laid 
a Law' upon them? As to what concern* 
Matters of Faith, the Power tlalmed by the 
Governors of the Chorcb , is very mucH 
Mifre£refented by the Author of Prieft- 
Craft, and thofe of his Gang, And I wiift 
by your Application of the Tetw you 
Cite* you had not given Occafton to Us 
to think that yon were of the fame Sefitl- 
meats. But not whhftanding. we don't daim 
to be Lards over God's HcHtqffi ncfr fcbmre 
DdtmWtMt war the Faith if rtbeh. All the* 
Powet that is daitffd by the Clergy of 
the National Church is, a Power to 'Deter- 
mine their own feafe in Controversies a- 
kout Dodrines, where they have received 
bo clear Determination of either part from* 

Chri$ 



Oteift ami^hn Affiles. : This their De£ei> 
nrittktidti, nar being agafaft the©oftritffe erf 
tfce Gathttick Church, they think thre Church 
undtir their care obliged tt>re£ei*e r/ ihtf 
nop as aa Infallible Troth v yet as a PrftF 
babte one ^Whieh they^ane bound, Do Act 
quie&* in tit*' it bt rtiade: plain, Jb$ & 
great of greater Authority, that ; this *t tear, 
&ett*min«i«! is anError^ And that m 
cafe any Private Christian foaukLthink a*y 
*ofl» ; Betermitiatwi> of-a GontrArtrttd Q*t 
ftrine wrong, <*et that fodi. Private Etrfofc 
<s obliged to Sifcrice and:P*ace, unltfs tbd 
fitter minatitnr be* fa* as is again (t *be 
Doftrtlffe of tJft Unt>erfal,Clmrtfa. ^,Whert 
Pray be PWafed to Obfcrtrte, that v^efcttfd no 
Afefol^te-Awtlwriby^birf «*$ mftAtfhority 
of .Order fo^lbc nhiatsBtqgrtf \&»fo>fr a*d 
Edification^* we Jay* ciatrti tcr Aa;P^wer ta 
fltafcenfear Articifcsidf faith* or:tpi*d4o»&> 
eefHry ftbndktehfl of Sal^ori. >Bitt wten 
Ceotrcvtrfm «rifi£ ^bout Matters of Faitta 
and that there is no clear Determination* q# 
dlber;paik^ef'VttmK(&>at^vfiij| ;tf)a*£ther 
Qhtfifi; oT^HirA^teiV'for/th5r<5oflrpQiN5* 
ofcfche Church td atect? togcthftfl tK\fx&fnir>$ 
fbthr DHfereAcas, atfdr deter mtae OH -wj^chf 
ffie ithiey thtdk the Tn*th. fi«$ fwe tjhiafc 
ttat! great. &$*& fcmghtHo: tta.^iven |ft 
fltefc Detenmnatrcnbi > Ahdthft ? cia for ( t^ 
Peace a*d. Order f of itberQhrrittan £lw;chvt 
tfaat the^Be;qrfietl^fi«rtattrt tft, mwWMpv. 
an Opinio* that; iff #fef# Fr*A» We ;, ' , and. 
the bplpofiftjf of wHktrt rtrty d© »ach more 
harm than tftg a«ptei<g|qf3if» i# Md ( fwe* 
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this catf t be wclU (tiled Z**% ft *** 
6?o(fi Heritage. We allow that every Man 
is to* judge for tirofelf, cofearcb the Scrip- 
tures r and to take bis Faith from them* 
Nay nndouteedlj every Pcrfon has a right; 
ta Etf&mine the Deciftons of the Governor* 
of the Church in fncb> Controverted Pointy 
and to Satisfie himfclf whether things be 
fo or nor, as they have Determined then* 
to be. But tnnft.it not beown'd to be of 
very great Adraniage to the Heace and Or- 
4*r of the Charch, foe &ch Perfon, tho* 
he t>e>lkrsfied that their EtfcHion is wrong, 
qofetty to fufasnit .to it and not to oppofiz 
»i fmcc what their Decjfioii is about, is 
cotifefntdl? fa* things a* . neither Chrifc 
ffor hit Apoftfce ha*e detetfeuAed ; : and 
irhat they Detenaaine h offn'd to be not 
contrary tatbefenfeoftheCitholick Church? 
Sui^e every Body muft think. that under focb 
Reftridions, happy hoi it been for the ChtK 
ftbn Chtreh that every Member of it had 
fba&ed, *".:.0 ••:'.*> c .- *.. . • . ; ■*■ 
I fcotiW htrt bate dbne v were it not for 
your qttotmg two text* of Holy Scripture, 
fti order,'! foppofe* to make r your Reader 
believe chat what ybn faid is Agreeable. to 
the (acred Writings. . Bat indeed, after fo 
ftiarp d rebuke of another Perforr, and an 
MBhtatiofc aft if he did not Ctnverfc with 
bit Bibk> I did not e*pe& thai yoo would 
commit any miftakes in the Application of 
any thing taken from thence. But not to 
confider and not to read is much, I find, 
the fame. The Firft Text ydn quote is, 

i fit. 5, 



i Pet. 5. 3. This yon apply as # the Apor 
file's meaning was to forbid the Clergy to 
exercifea lordly Power orcr the People contr 
mitted tp their care in impofing on them 
Laws which Cbrift himiHf has not laid ispc^, 
them: Whereas 'tis plain what the Apoftlc 
means is that the Elders or fresbyters ihonld 
sot exercife Lordlbtp orcr their feraai DU 
ftrifts, as the Roman Governors, did, \ tiling. 
their Authority to fqpeez* Wealth out of the 
People, and Enrich tfaemfelvt& > Thus A&i. 
i, 25. KAfiflgH is nfcd to figatfie Dbat charge 
or portion aflign'd by lot i* Matthias : And*: 
accordingly inTUdtPs Trattflationof the BU> 
We, thrfe wbrdi of St. Vtttt ate Translated* 

thns^ nat a* tywtfft it fiwr? logofertet t|» 
^argtyeft By Tome athenr hath the won* 
KhM?<& been rhocght to mean tbePofleBkm 
6t Eftate of the Churth : So it^s certain the 
woTd fignifies, and this la t cr pretatipn "Is gi* 
?eti of it by the Gttekl^kdgttphers*; And 
then the intaning -of the words muft be that 
the Apoftte dire&s thcE14e*s 6f the Chinfdrx 
tHaft what Money wfasientriifted with theni 
as the Governors of the Church, the J fhould 
not think fhetofcives the Lords or proper 
owners of it, and* accordingly apply it ti* 
their owti private ttfe, but be ver,y txtdt in 
diftribntiag it for thoTe por ^oft^ $ for which 
fcwas gitfea tdtbewi/ - .'--' ' : ; " : * 
. Sat fappofiiifthat the'wdPd *\3^®>doe^ 
mean there th«6hrillianPe0|)fe v thefe worts 
ate no banner if .proof that %\to (Sover&m* of 

theOhttrch 'haite not 3*ft»m to any b*fk\t6 

toy -any tWng m &*itM9r hfO&^Ai rtffcftiirQ 
-*"—-> * D z FlocKs, 




Floclfc.' "**Q ^aD^j^ed^ 
tfMd^qp^tf^jJJH* fcagft thig WW!* 

aaordii^Jy^DairflaidA^ J*fltffc^1M> -**•- 
crcife Jftp^ioir, ami i? applied i&cihe.A**: 
bfeiat? tfowcb whiob ihePfliwte £l*bt Gea-rt 
tiles dxctciftdo^n-.rirar^Sghj^U. Watt.> 2©. 

siffltt othsttFt Jrt jxnpqpbtai* a i6dn< a ^tofr 

Uttte to y^w^fiudfp^as tbQ.^fcc: ;Aft iiVr* 
dcdd \the vrordrflflamd Ayv themfcWes, they, 
jbay fisecs ta»mkHfor$oici Jtottf fcfieyffojBfc 
trfbecau&tawl ywabfitld#tfteps ttatttagj 
fetfccr ptorrf jwhafcjohbdifpotc^aiQfc.; ?jty| 
Apcfifefc feeing %b&G4fatem9ibH rta#»% 
why (hie did ifot oomc to Canttffe accartUqg % 
thcir.Exp^atiQBs.*! One is t tot; he |rof pQfalj* 

bad? ariiiiidvtattfto^^ 

yvftwbCtaf tod cio^tthtttfc 4Btfft> fofV'ta lift 

tjf iff $a* ftrejte^ fthkb *fic#M;*OTe feegj y^* 
ry $riqvctiH>, JaadlM^l!^^ 

£n*/*w Parapbrafcs ttaMtata h $ ,^ojl 
.« jl jo! "i i a VotFend- 
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i*t«W*idri«f. »'go<^: ptowfo>f ike »«p«w 

waters «of F% m cafe a^i duo* Rfc** 
ffaouid fwcarve tram tbt ££&.- <A§* m- 

idwgly »e find tht jta^f"*!* 

this Power. , mi «ha*ging*to«* *«a#c*«* 

Jtiymuttut and- ^ 




Jt«8«fer •*> fc<re iteHveisd jutto $uta» tot- 

- tfcfir kxuing tmw Sbifgrath mcetnikg tbi 

faith,, .1. T|». f. »P. TfcSs the Apoftl* 

ttU« tt»> aeoflMfW) >M ke had »!* no* 

Mm &&»> nn/ ypjatikk, aft« ;xhe &cft •and 
fooMiJftd&^MQft. Cap. 3; »o.; ■•-: •- : ; ^ 
This brings me to confider your Second 
Afifetltem , Thai? Ufaft GoternoBts of the 
QH&fti© C*»r«b, Jwce.m i»w<ir to «n-t 
fegft «n$ii itbe » Lswrf of' Cferifc otheroife 
thj* W* »P Wl:^f eansi :; . And- thefe y 09. mea*£ 

&«.• Htew 4najo^> olihfit: smeans ate ip.€*odcd" 
Stbat»^.tlicatt^^v^Mfiypuhadt^oaghC> 
^KJrtJwtdMW^w,: i««4 -p«muig< . Mftttdew 
f{hA#»Sv b«l bjflteOJH&af tne morali litems* 



( jo ) 

to enforce the Laws of Chrift, you ought 
ferely to have mentioned it : Unfefs its be* 
jug run down and expos'd in this profligate 
^nd. profane Age, you were loth to fay 
any thing of it, tor fear you (bou'da't be 
Co well lik'd. 'Tis certain that the Oifci- 
pline of the Chriftian Church, is no plea- 
ting Argument to a wicked and perverfe 
Generation, and therefore tis no wonder, 
that by thofe who make it their Btffiae&to 
humour and pleafe it, it's given up, attd 
not fo much as a Word find about it. 
Who knows bat that in time thofe tender 
Conferences which are now only indulged y may 
by thefe Means have the benefit of the Afe*' 
tionat EftMijhnunt ? But perhaps yo* mean 
by moral Means thofe Means that are ex- 
clufive of Force j and if yon did fo, yotfl 
have I hope no one your Advcrfory on 
that Head. Undoubtedly all Religion 
maft be Voluntary, the Soul of Mao 
can no more be compell'd, than k tea be 
kiffd by the Sword : Compulfton may in- 
deed make Men Hypocrites^ but the Wrath 
of Man can never work the Rigbteoo£be6 of 
God.' ■ «t ■ 

Your third Aflertioa is, that the m£ 
Power the Gofernours ,of the Chriftiad 
Church have is to cxercife the Duties that 
ar* proper to their Fun&ioo, and & fay *e ; 
but then we think that their Determining in 
Qootroverfies about matters of Faith , and 
qbliglng thofe Chriftiaas over whom they 
are fet, to a quiet SabQiifRoa to their Gt+ 
tem inatiens v theif Decrqeingwid OrikV- 
u^ Rites : and: X^ernooiev tod sxflrtiflirfg 

th$ 



the Dlfcidfoe of Cbrift's Church, are font 
of thofc Imics that are proper to their Fun- 
(ton. But you add that the Power they have 
to do that is purely Mmift&ial What you 
mean by Mmftctid you are not pleafed to 
lay, and therefore we are left only to gacfs : 
If by AfnufieHd yon mean that the Gofer* 
nonrs of the Church are the Minifters of 
Chrift Jefos, and aft by the Authority, and 
Comovlfion ' they Have . received from him, 
\f$ no more to fiy: Put if by AfimfterM 
yon wotld be undc rftood that the Clergy 
of the Chriftian Chnfch are th* Servants 6f 
the People, and derive all their Power and 
Authority from them •, yon have not mag- 
nified the Prieftly Office. However it feems 
but reafonable that, in an Age, the Humour 
of which runs lb much to defpife the Chri- 
- ftian Priefthood, you fhould have exprefs'd 
your felf a little clearer : But then perhaps 
your Dodrine had not been fo well fuited 
to the Humoors of the People. 

I fhall clofe the trouble Iv'e given you 
with the Obfervation of an Ingenious Per- 
fon. ' That, He that would be an Agree* 
4 able Ecclefiaftick, mutt fdrvey the pofture 
4 of Things; examine the Ballance of Jn- 
4 terefts, arid be well read in the Inclina* 
* tions and Averfions of the Generality ; 
1 And then his Bufirtffs will be to follow the 
4 loudeft Cry, and inake his Tack witft the 
4 Wind. Let him never pretend to cure an 
4 Epidemical Di (temper, nor fall out with a 
4 fafhionable Vice, nor Queftion the InfallU 
4 blc Judgment of the Multitude, — -When 
4 Fears and Jcaloufies become clamorous, 

4 when 



.' tfheo Difontenti fan Bigfc, -stjA all fcrofc 

* Mutinous and JJifad ; thbn efp«Wl cate mtfft 

* benafcen not to diiate %poii the Authority 'I 
t i of Rritfrts, ofc thd Duties of Obtditect. ^ HM 
f FfcHjtiito-fttalBpoBthtbJid^de, ^*a^ 

* ^yvtmthbiAftb&tons, to 4&eM*-tb6 Vafei-i 
^•»yp*id play tpOQ the W%*#S*W ttlbrt 

* jr>ft<f»hfc antflniweftv .:"* s 'j ")'•.•• • 
; ; Aftf .ftaftAd*^ ttttt If ivrffefe plea& 
God irtllc w^t#h*# Jbdgdttncs,- «b^ 

tx nmp xwt mirt^ *m *D« the Pritfti 

to dpfWj WF fc^«r &*c.tcifa tit m 

thofe «ib a*c*ef»ftfamen*Sf Oh Vfoftft 
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